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Catch of the Day: 
The Geographic Distribution of the 

Commercial Fishing Industry in the U.S. 

 



The Context: The U.S. Coastal Economy 

U.S. Economy 

National GDP: $16 trillion 
                                  (2012) 
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U.S. Economy 

Coastal GDP: $7 trillion 
(43 percent) 

The Context: The U.S. Coastal Economy 



Economic Activities  
Using Ocean  
Resources as an 
Input 

Ocean GDP: $343 billion 
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The Context: The U.S. Ocean Economy 



Relative Size of the U.S. Ocean Economy 
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2011 Employment: 
Selected Economic Sectors 



2005 – 2012 

Economics: National Ocean Watch (ENOW) 



• 2012 Employment:   61,608 

• 2012 Self-Employed workers:  56,002 

• Includes: 
• Fishing 

• Fish Hatcheries 

• Aquaculture 

• Seafood Processing and Markets 

 

 

 

The Living Resources Sector in the U.S. 
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Employment in the Living Resources Sector: 
Chesapeake Bay, Virginia 



Employment in the Living Resources Sector: 
Top Ten States, 2012  



Living Resources Story Maps 



Lobster Catch in Maine 



Chesapeake Bay Menhaden 



Apalachicola Bay Oysters 



Seafood Harvesting in Alaska 



Seafood Industry in Washington State 



For More Information 

ocm.enow@noaa.gov 
 

www.coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/data/enow 


